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CHAPTER 2.
"PRESENT  DANGER."
SECTION 2.
troubles in the Netherlands; and Sir Philip Sidney's intended share
in Drake's expedition of
O
N the 26th November, 1583, when Don Bernardino de Mendoza had written
from London to King Philip announcing the arrest of Francis Throckmorton,
" only one paper " had been found upon the prisoner, but it was compromising,
being " a list of the principal ports in England and particulars with regard to them
and the chief gentlemen and Catholics dwelling therein,"
" For this they at once carried him to the Tower, and it is to be feared that his
life is in danger, although he informed me by means of a cipher note, written on
a playing card and thrown out of the window, that he denies that the document
is in his handwriting, the caligraphy being disguised. He told them that some
person had thrown it into his house for the purpose of injuring him; and assures
me that he will endure a thousand deaths rather than accuse anyone, which
message he begs me to convey to his Catholic friends with whom I was in com-
munication, I have written to the lady in prison [Mary Queen of Scots]
encouraging her, and begging her not to grieve; . . . but this business, it
Matters now compressed into this one brief section formerly filled a large typed volume of 4
sections: (i) Details of the European political position arising from the clash between Henry of
Navarre and Henry of Guise; and the plans of Spain and Rome in relation to England. (2)
Correspondence between the United Provinces and England, after the death of Pope Gregory XIII
and the election of Pope Sixtus V. (3) The hopes built by Mary Queen of Scots and her adherents
at home and abroad upon the intended Spanish invasion of England: with a discussion on the
mysterious death of Henry Percy, 8th Earl of Northumberland, prisoner in the Tower,—whether it
was suicide or murder?—and how far he was (or was not) embroiled in Mendoza's and Paget's
plans? (4) Fulke Greville's retrospective narrative of Sidney's and his own dealings with Drake,
as to the expedition in the "Elizabeth Bonaventure"
While using the flyleaf of the 4th, the previous three have been reduced to less than a sixth
of the former proportions, The selected quotations are the result of considering the above named
matters in their bearings upon each other, and upon happenings treated in Vols. VI and VII.
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